CHAPTER XXXI

THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE
THE SIEGE OF JINJI

A. I). 1H90 ro 1698

THE emperor had hoped that tho presence in his camp of
the young king Shivaji, or Shahu as I shall hereafter call
him, would split the Marathas into factions. But his hopes
were frustrated by the generosity of Yesubai and the
loyalty of Rajaram. After Shahn's capture Rajaram
refused to sit on the state throne, but presided at the
meetings of his council, seated only on a village cot. He
actod thus lest talebearers shotild say to the captive king
that his uncle had usurped his throne. At Jinji, however!
he received a letter from Yesubai, urging him to assume
the insignia of royalty and so leave no loophole to those
who might, on the ground that their king was a prisoner,
decline to fight for the Maratha cause,. Rajaram followed
her advice. But at the same time he publicly announced
that he would reign only so lung as the rightful king lay
in prison.

Having assumed tho royal insignia, Rajaram appointed
the eight ministers required by Sbivaji'ti constitution.

1,    As Peshwa or prime minister he appointed Nilo
Moro Pingle, the son of Moro Pingle.

2.    He  appointed   as   Amatya   or  finance  minister
Janardan Hanmante, the son of Raghunath Hanmante*f
the former viceroy of Jinji, who had so manfully warned
Sambhaji   against    evil    deeds   and   evil   counsellors*
Ramchandra Bavdekar who had held  that  office both

1 See appendix.